

				
		
	Skip to Header
	Skip to Search
	Skip to Content
	Skip to Footer




		
			
				
					
                

    
        

                        

	
		
			
				
				
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
			
		

	






                            
                        


                        


    




                            
                        





        Skip to main content



    
        
            
            
                    
                        
                        Microsoft
                    
            
                
                Research
                
            

                    
                        
                                Research
                        
                    

                
                        
                            Research
                        
                




                    
            	
                         Home 
                    
	
                            
                                Our research

                                	

    Resources
    Resources
    	
            Publications
            
        
	
            Code & datasets
            
        
	
            People
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research blog
            
        
	
            Webinars & tutorials
            
        


    

	

    Research areas: Intelligence
    Research areas: Intelligence
    	
            Artificial intelligence
            
        
	
            Audio & acoustics
            
        
	
            Computer vision
            
        
	
            Graphics & multimedia
            
        
	
            Human-computer interaction
            
        
	
            Human language technologies
            
        
	
            Search & information retrieval
            
        


    

	

    Research areas: Systems
    Research areas: Systems
    	
            Data platforms and analytics
            
        
	
            Hardware & devices
            
        
	
            Programming languages & software engineering
            
        
	
            Quantum computing
            
        
	
            Security, privacy & cryptography
            
        
	
            Systems & networking
            
        


    

	

    Research areas: Theory
    Research areas: Theory
    	
            Algorithms
            
        
	
            Mathematics
            
        


    

	

    Research areas: Other Sciences
    Research areas: Other Sciences
    	
            Ecology & environment
            
        
	
            Economics
            
        
	
            Medical, health & genomics
            
        
	
            Social sciences
            
        
	
            Technology for emerging markets
            
        


    



                            

                        
	
                            
                                Programs & events

                                	

    Academic Programs
    Academic Programs
    	
            Overview
            
        
	
            Programs for faculty
            
        
	
            Programs for students
            
        
	
            Collaborations
            
        


    

	

    Events & conferences
    Events & conferences
    	
            Events & academic conferences
            
        
	
            Webinars & tutorials
            
        


    



                            

                        
	
                            
                                Blogs & podcasts

                                	
            Microsoft Research blog
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research podcast
            
        
	
            Behind the Tech podcast
            
        


                            

                        
	
                            
                                About

                                	

    People & news
    People & news
    	
            About Microsoft Research
            
        
	
            Careers & internships
            
        
	
            People
            
        
	
            Emeritus program
            
        
	
            News & awards
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research newsletter
            
        


    

	

    Microsoft Research Labs
    Microsoft Research Labs
    	
            AI4Science
            
        
	
            AI Frontiers
            
        
	
            Asia Lab (Chinese)
            
        
	
            Asia Lab (English)
            
        
	
            Cambridge
            
        
	
            Health Futures
            
        
	
            India
            
        
	
            Montreal
            
        
	
            New England
            
        
	
            New York City
            
        
	
            Redmond
            
        


    

	

    Other labs
    Other labs
    	
            Applied Sciences
            
        
	
            Mixed Reality & AI - Cambridge
            
        
	
            Mixed Reality & AI - Zurich
            
        


    



                            

                        
	
                        
        More
        

    


                
	
                        Sign up: Research Newsletter
                    


            
        


            
                        
            	
                    
                         All Microsoft
                        	
            Global

            	
            Microsoft Security
            
        
	
            Azure
            
        
	
            Dynamics 365
            
        
	
            Microsoft 365
            
        
	
            Microsoft Teams
            
        
	
            Windows 365
            
        


        
	

    Tech & innovation
    Tech & innovation
    	
            Microsoft Cloud
            
        
	
            AI
            
        
	
            Azure Space
            
        
	
            Mixed reality
            
        
	
            Microsoft HoloLens
            
        
	
            Microsoft Viva
            
        
	
            Quantum computing
            
        
	
            Sustainability
            
        


    

	

    Industries
    Industries
    	
            Education
            
        
	
            Automotive
            
        
	
            Financial services
            
        
	
            Government
            
        
	
            Healthcare
            
        
	
            Manufacturing
            
        
	
            Retail
            
        
	
            All industries
            
        


    

	

    Partners
    Partners
    	
            Find a partner
            
        
	
            Become a partner
            
        
	
            Partner Network
            
        
	
            Find an advertising partner
            
        
	
            Become an advertising partner
            
        
	
            Azure Marketplace
            
        
	
            AppSource
            
        


    

	

    Resources
    Resources
    	
            Blog
            
        
	
            Microsoft Advertising
            
        
	
            Developer Center
            
        
	
            Documentation
            
        
	
            Events
            
        
	
            Licensing
            
        
	
            Microsoft Learn
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research
            
        


    

	
                                    View Sitemap
                                


                    

                


        


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Search
                                        Search Microsoft Research
                                    
                                
                                    

                                    	 No results


                                

                                
                            

                        
                            Cancel
                        
                
            

        

        
        
    

    





    

        


    
				

					




	
		The Mutual Exclusion Problem – Part II: Statements and Solutions


		
			
				
									
							
					Leslie Lamport
				
								


	

			Journal of the Association for Computing Machinery
		|
	January 1986			, Vol 33(2): pp. 313-348	



				

			

							
																Download BibTex
									

					

		
			
				
					
					
						For some time I had been looking for a mutual exclusion algorithm that satisfied my complete list of desirable properties. I finally found one–the N!-bit algorithm described in this paper. The algorithm is wildly impractical, requiring N! bits of storage for N processors, but practicality was not one of my requirements. So, I decided to publish a compendium of everything I knew about the theory of mutual exclusion.

The 3-bit algorithm described in this paper came about because of a visit by Michael Rabin. He is an advocate of probabilistic algorithms, and he claimed that a probabilistic solution to the mutual exclusion problem would be better than a deterministic one. I believe that it was during his brief visit that we came up with a probabilistic algorithm requiring just three bits of storage per processor. Probabilistic algorithms don’t appeal to me. (This is a question of aesthetics, not practicality.) So later, I figured out how to remove the probability and turn it into a deterministic algorithm.

The first part of the paper covers the formalism for describing nonatomic operations that I had been developing since the 70s, and that is needed for a rigorous exposition of mutual exclusion. (See the discussion of [70].)
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