




The Computer Museum 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
The Computer Museum Sets $6.75 
Million Campaign Goal 
by Paul J. Severino, Co-Chairman 
The Computer Museum 
Development Committee 

We hope this periodic update on the Capital 
Campaign helps you understand the 
exciting and sometimes difficult challenges 
we face as we build the Museum into a 
major institution. 

The Computer Museum Capital Cam
paign is the most crucial activity The Com
puter Museum ever has undertaken. The 
Campaign is in its second phase. The goal 
for this phase is $6.75 million. It will fund 
our building and provide the basis for an 
endowment fund. But more importantly, it 
will assure our viability. Is the Museum's 
endeavor important enough to receive your 
support? 

We think it is important, and we want to 
show you why. 

First, ask yourself these questions: 
- Has the computer industry played an 
important role in my career? 
- Does it matter if the history and 
milestones of the computer revolution 
are preserved and chronicled? 
- Do I believe the technology of my 
industry should be better understood by 
the general public? 
- Is it crucial to my industry's future to 
interest young people in pursuing a 
career in computing? 
If you answer "yes" to any of these 

questions, you should support the Museum. 
We think you can help meet the Campaign 
goals with a 1 percent commitment. If you 
have stock from a successful project in the 
computer industry, we would like you to re
invest just 1 percent of that stock in a pledge 
to the Capital Campaign. Alternatively, we 
suggest a pledge of 1 percent of your yearly 
salary over a 4-year period. Once you 
calculate the tax benefits of the pledge, you 
will find that it is an easy commitment to 
make. 

Or, if you prefer to contribute through 
your company, we propose a yearly pledge 
of 1 110 of 1 percent of your corporation's 
annual after-tax profit. This is a small part 
of the average 2 to 3 percent of after-tax 
profit companies normally allocate to 
charitable giving. 

It would take five pages to tell you 
about all the Museum' s exhibits, programs, 
archives, speakers, and activities. Rather, 
we encourage you to take the time to set up 
a visit. When you see and understand The 
Computer Museum, the importance of this 
institution to you and your company will 
become clear. 

A robot family portrait 
taken for "Smart Machines," 

the world's first permanent 
exhibit devoted to an 
historic and modem 

overview of artificial 
intelligence and robotics, 
which opened last year at 
The Computer Museum. 

Directors Spell Out Importance of 
Museum to History, Community 
by Joseph F. Cashen 

The Computer Museum has many areas of 
strength, one of which is its Board of Direc
tors. One thing that impresses me about 
each of them is the genuineness and depth 
of their commitment to the Museum. I 
recently asked them why the Museum was 
so important to them, and I would like to 
share their answers with you. 

Mitch Kapor, Founder of Lotus Devel
opment Corporation and Founder IChair
man of On Technology, speaks of our role in 
documenting the computer revolution and 
our role in creating a sense of history for 
future generations. 

Bob Metcalfe, Founder of 3Com Corpo
ration and inventor of Ethernet, is concerned 
about the decline of science and technology 
in this country. He believes The Computer 
Museum can excite young people, show 
them how interesting computing is, and 
help counteract this decline. Bob, like 
Mitch, also believes our collection is unique 
and significant. 

Laura Morse, Managing Director of 
. Russell Reynolds Associates, believes pro

grams such as the Breakfast Seminar Series, 
which Russell Reynolds sponsors, help 
make the Museum relevant to a whole new 
group of people: those who are affected by 
or use computers, 
but who are not 
necessarily com
puter manufactur
ing "insiders." 

Bill Spencer, 
Vice President of 
Corporate Research 
for Xerox Corpora
tion, says our edu
cational system is 
lagging, compared 
to both Europe and 
J a pan, and tha t The 
Computer Museum 

Executive Director 
Joseph F. Cashen 

can playa role in attracting people to the 
field of computing. Bill also is interested in 
the benefits of learning from history, and the 
Museum's role in helping people under
stand how computers affect their business 
and personal lives. 

Your Gift to the Campaign 

A donation to the Museum's Capital Cam
paign will place you among other industry 
leaders who already support The Computer 
Museum. As a major donor you will be 
invited to participate in exclusive social 
functions and events with others who have 
influenced our technological age and 
society. 

There are many exciting naming oppor
tunities available to make the public aware 
that you support the Museum, and to 
inspire others to follow your lead. 

Your contribution to the Museum can be 
made in cash, securities, personal property 
or bequests. A multi-year pledge is a 
popular way to make your donation. 

The Museum's Director of Development 
can help you plan an individual donation 
program that best meets your needs. You 
can call Michael Oleksiw at the Museum at 
(617) 426-2800 for a consultation. 

A Visit to the Computer Museum 
Shows its Impact 

It is not until you see the SAGE, an IBM 
1401, a SUN Microsystems workstation, a 
Macintosh, Shakey, and the Mars Rover 
under one roof that you fully understand 
The Computer Museum's impact. The 
Museum strives to provide a rich environ
ment of exhibits and programs that help 
people understand and appreciate computer 
technology. 

Over 100,000 people visit the Museum 
every year. Some come to keep up on 
technology, some are teachers bringing 
students to learn the history of computing, 
some come to special events and programs, 
and some come as guests of companies 
hosting functions at the Museum. 

Whether a person comes to learn about 
current technology, understand the history 
of computing, see their "creation" on 
display, or simply to have a good time, each 
receives a better understanding of the 
computer revolution and its impact on 
society. Visitors not only have the chance to 
see current technology, they have the 
opportunity to see the history behind that 
technology, and glimpses of the future as 
well. 

The Computer Museum is centrally 
located in downtown Boston and is easily 
reached by all forms of transportation. 
Even if you are passing through Boston, the 
Museum is only minutes away from Logan 
International Airport by water taxi. 

The Museum is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Fridays 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.) If you would like to discuss a gift 
to the Museum, you can arrange a a special 
visit by calling Michael Oleksiw at (617) 
426-2800, extension 337. 

Contributions Continue to Offer 
Attractive Tax Benefits 

Contributing to a publicly supported 
organization like The Computer Museum 
continues to offer excellent tax benefits. 

The contributions, whether cash, appre
ciated property or appreciated securities, 
are deductible as long as they do not exceed 
50 percent of your adjusted gross income. 
Contributions to other "public-type" 
organizations, such as private foundations, 
have a deduction limit of 30 percent of your 
adjusted gross income. 

Contributions of appreciated property 
or securities can provide the greatest tax 
advantage. That's because you can deduct 
the value of the unrealized appreciation, 
(gain), that is, the difference between the 
fair market value of the property and its 
cost or tax base. 

In addition, contributions that exceed 
either of the deductible limits can be carried 
over as a deduction for five succeeding 
years. 








