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from the executive director 
The Museum Expands Its Scope 

The Computer Museum, Inc. 
Support for the year 
ended June 30, 1997 

Contributions 
~--~ Unrestricted (31%) 

After 12 years 
of growth on 

Boston's waterfront, The 
Computer Museum took momentous steps 

beyond its home base this year: We established a 
center for historic preservation in Silicon Valley, 

launched a "virtual" home on the Web, and expanded our 
Clubhouse locations nationally and internationally. 

Computer Bowl 
Contributions 

The Computer Museum History Center began operation last September 
in 10,000 square feet generously loaned by NASA Ames at Moffett Reid 

in Mountain View, Calif. The majority of the Museum's collection is now 
stored there, and is viewable by appointment (contact collections@tcm.org). 

Contributions 
Temporarily Restricted (12%) 

Under the leadership of the History Center's chairman, Len Shustek, and the 
Museum's founding preSident, Gwen Bell, staff and volunteers have scaled up our 
proactive collecting of computer artifacts. They are also working to build a base of 

support for a permanent public facility for the exhibition, study, and preservation of 
the material record of the development of computing. 

Sources of contributions include 
corporate, corporate matching, 
foundation, government 

Launched in July, our website (www.tcm.org) provides a wonderful way to spur on the 
Museum's mission to reach people "of all ages and backgrounds from around the world, " 
as it offers Web browsers the chance to experience all facets of the actual Museum. Its 

content spans the history of computing, computer careers, and robotics, and features 
several Java-enabled interactive "exhibits" and messaging between online visitors. Barely 12 

months after its launch, we are now improving the site to provide quicker access to 
information and more depth on computing history. Within the space of a year, the number of 
people visiting our website has climbed to 100,000 a month, about eight times the number 

who visit the Museum in person. The site also garnered the Massachusetts Interactive Media 
Council (MIMC) Award for the "nonprofit/public service online site" of the year. 

and individuals. 
Total Support: $3,784,533 

Remarkable progress has taken place in the Museum's education programs. Rrst, the number of 
school group visitors reached an all-time high of more than 44,000, as educators responded to 

the informative yet entertaining programs presented within our galleries. Second, under the 
strong leadership of Gail Breslow, the Computer Clubhouse is reaching increasing numbers of at

risk inner-city youth, with new satellites opening in Boston, New York, and Germany, and with 
plans in development for widespread dissemination in partnership with a national organization. 

Third, the Museum has opened the Education Program Center to train educators in new 
technologies. Equipped with 15 networked PCs, the innovative center offers workshops and 

courses to help teachers implement educational reform in their classrooms, especially in the 
way science and mathematics are taught. The center will also feature programs to help 

educators engage girls in becoming curious and expert computer users. 

The Museum's rapid progress relies on the enthusiasm and committed efforts of volunteers. 
The creation of the Museum's new identity this year provides an outstanding example: 

Program Servjces (61%) 

A dedicated volunteer Board committee of professional marketers analyzed the Museum's 
requirements for projecting its "brand," and for determining the architecture of its various 

"products." Committee member Christine Hughes then secured the pro bono services of the 
top-notch New York design firm Frankfurt Balkind to implement the strategy. The result is the 

new logo and design featured on the cover of this annual report. The new Computer 
Museum History Center, The Computer Bowl®, the upcoming Virtual Rshtank exhibit, and 

the Museum's governing body of 22 Trustees and 49 Overseers 
are all driven by such dedicated volunteers. 

Major program services include 
The Computer Museum History Center, 
The Computer Clubhouse, exhibits, 
educational programs, and Museum store. 
Total Expenses: $3,578,493 
(less depreciation of $773,351) 

On behalf of everyone at the Museum, I thank you, our contributors, for your hard work, 
ideas, and financial support, all of which make the Museum such a unique place. 

Oliver Strimpel, Executive Director 



the year 
in review 

Ju 1 6 

On July 29, TCM launches 
The Computer Museum 
Network (www.tcm.org). 
Web visitors can now 
experience the Museum 
through Jav~nabled, 
interactive exhibits, a his
toric timeline, educational 
materials, and the Web
Store. 

The Museum establishes 
an administrative office in 
Santa Clara, Calif., for its 
new History Center. 

The Patriots' Trail Girl 
Scout Council launches a 
Computer Clubhouse in 
the Boston community, 
based on the original mod
el created in 1993 at the 
Museum. Other communi
ty Clubhouses will open 
later, at Boston's United 
South End Settlements 
and the Roxbury Boys and 
Girls Club. 

The Association of Com
puting Machinery (ACM) 
collaborates with the 
Museum to produce the 
first two installments of 
the Computer Pioneers 
and Pioneer Computers 
video series. 

Audio-tours of the exhibit 
galleries are introduced in 
French, German, Japanese, 
Spanish and English. 

The Best Software for 
Kids Gal/erywins Boston 
Magazine's Best of Bos
ton 1996. A "wonderful 
gallery" with an "excellent 
selection," says Boston. 

NASA Ames Research 
Center provides 5,000 
square feet of warehouse 
space to The Computer 
Museum History Center. 
The space, located at Mof
fett Federal Airfield, Moun
tain View, Calif., will house 
the Museum's collection. 

Sej#ember 

Completing its cross-coun
try trek, half the Muse
um's historical collection 
(100,000 pounds) arrives 
from Boston at Moffett 
Federal Airfield. 

A $600,000 grant from 
the National Science Foun
dation spurs planning and 
development of The Virtu
al Rshtank in partnership 
with the MIT Media Lab. 
When this immersive 
exhibit opens in mid-1998, 
visitors will create their 
own virtual fish, launch 
them into a virtual fish
tank, and watch them 
interact with other visi
tors' fish. 
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The Museum's collection has room to spread out In Its new home at NASA Ames R_arch Center. 

OCtOber 

On October 18, TCM offi· 
cially announces the 
establishment of The Com
puter Museum History 
Center in Silicon Valley. 
Its charter is to build the 
Museum's comprehensive 
16-year-old collection of 
artifacts and computing 
archive proactively; to be 
an international resource 
for research into the histo
ry of computing; and to 
create exhibits directed 
primarily to interested 
adults and scholars. Ini
tial underwriting for the 
Center is provided by 
Gwen and Gordon Bell 
and Dr. Leonard J. Shus
tek, a founder of Network 
General, a Museum Trust
ee and chairman of the 
Center. 

A poster, "25 Years of the 
Microprocessor," featur
ing 150 chips, is created 
by MicroDesign Resour
ces and the History Cen
ter. In addition, an exhibit 
is mounted for MDR's con
ference in San Jose. Fed
erico Faggin donates his 
prototype of the Japanese 
Busicom Calculator to the 
Museum for the exhibit. 

The first step is taken to 
establish a Computer 
Clubhouse network world
wide, with the opening of 
a community Clubhouse 
near Stuttgart, Germany. 

On October 26, the Muse
um, designated "NetDay 
Central," joins the grass
roots effort to bring the 
Internet to some 400 
Massachusetts schools. 

The Computer Museum 
Network (www.tcm.org) 
receives the 1996 Massa
chusetts Interactive 
Media Council (MIMC) 
Award for "nonprofit/ 
public service online site." 

NOvember 

The History Center and 
the Intel Museum co
curate "The Museum at 
COMDEX," a large-scale 
exhibit commemorating 
the 25th anniversary of 
the microprocessor. Spon
sored by Intel, Motorola, 
Ziff-Davis and SOFTBANK 
COMDEX, the exhibit 
draws 30,000 people at 
COMDEX Las Vegas. 
Vignettes include a life
sized re-creation of a 
1970s' hacker's garage, 
installed in the Museum's 
People and Computers 
exhibit in June, thanks to 
Intel, SOFTBANK, Michael 
Simmons & David Nelson. 

The Best Software for Kids 
Gal/ery adds 17 new titles 
in time for the holidays. 

In a fJ/'06fBm partly fundad by 
the MlIBBBch_tts CultulBl 
Council, Computer Clubhouse 
Girl Scouts and Program 
Developar Stlna Cooke build 
Instruments using LEGO, 
_ and "Crickets, W tiny 
fJ/'06fBmmabie devices deve~ 
oped at the MIT Madia Lab. 
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JatlUl1fY 1997 

The History Center acces
sions IBM's 7030, the 
STRETCH supercomputer. 
Only seven were built. 
This 1960s' machine had 
been stored for decades 
by Lowell Wood before 
being donated to the 
Museum's collection. 

To celebrate the birthday 
of 2001's computer Hal 
on January 12, visitors try 
out a new series of educa
tional activities on robotics 
and machine intelligence. 

~ 
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club 
"lgnette, enhanced for MThe 
Museum at COMDEX" and 
IMtalled In June at the Museum 
In Boston, re-creates an early 
use of a Lotus 1-2-3 spreadsheet 
running on an IBM PC. 

Andrew Gro"e, president and 
CEO, Intel Corporation, steps 
back In time In the Hacker'. 
Garage, which opened at MTbe 
Museum at COMDEX" In 
No"ember and then tra"e/ed 

Fe uary 

A new section on 
·Careers in Computing" is 
introduced on the web
site. Immediately popular, 
it links to actual job open
ings via The Monster 
Board, and offers data 
compiled from computer 
professionals, employ
ment agencies, career
related websites, and the 
U.S. Department of Labor. 

Wizards and Their Wonders 
previews at the ACM97 
50th Anniversary Confer
ence in San Jose. TCM 
founding president Gwen 
Bell worked with photogra
pher Louis Fabian Bach
rach III to organize the 
exhibit, which features 
photographic portraits of 
the computer industry's 
leading inventors and 
visionaries. 

March 

The first History Center 
Talk takes place at Mof
fett Field-Gary Stark
weather speaks on the 
creation of the first laser 
printer at Xerox PARCo 

Ken Olsen, founder of Digi
tal Equipment Corporation 
and the Museum's first 
chairman, is named a 
Museum Fellow on March 
20 at the annual Friends 
of the Museum dinner. He 
is the third Fellow to be 
honored for contributions 
to computing, joining the 
late Grace Hopper and Jay 
Forrester. 

to Boston for pennanent display In 
the Museum's hllltorlcsi gallery. 
Courtesy SOFTBANK COMDEX. 

'April 

The Museum's first live 
audio Webcast, hosted by 
PC Week Radio, is fea
tured as part of the sec
ond NetDay on April 5 . 

The Ninth Annual Comput
er Bowl®, presented by 
Ziff-Davis, takes place 
April 18 in Santa Clara, 
and is beamed by satel
lite to its Boston audi
ence. Hosted by actor 
Robert Urich, star of ABC
TV's Vital Signs, the Bowl 
airs live on the Web and 
as a special edition of 
Computer Chronicles. The 
West Coast team, cap
tained by Steve Kirsch, 
Infoseek, wins with a 
score of 230 to 140. The 
team includes Steve 
McGeady, Intel; Nathan 
Myhrvold, Microsoft; Kim 
Polese, Marimba; and 
Grant Saviers, Adaptec. 
The East Coast team, led 
by Sam Whitmore, Ziff
Davis, features Chuck 
Digate, MathSoft; Frank 
Ingari, Shiva; Ilene H. 
Lang, AltaVista; and Steve 
Vana-Paxhia, Inso. 

May 

The History Center's 
administrative offices relo
cate to Moffett Federal 
Airfield. 

The TCM website gener
ates 1.5 million hits for 
the month, an all-time 
high. 

With support from the 
NYNEX Foundation and 
American Express, the 

·Clubhouse-to-Collegej 
Clubhouse-to-Career" ini
tiative is launched to 
expose Clubhouse youth 
to professional and aca
demic opportunities, 
including field trips to col
leges and companies 
such as Lotus and Bank
Boston. 

Museum Fellows Ken Olsen 
(lett) and Jay Forrester (rlght) 
share a moment with Museum 
Executl"e Director Ol"'er 
Strlmpel at the Annual Frlends 
of the Museum dinner. 

Ju 

NASA Ames makes availa
ble an additional 5,000 sq. 
feet of warehouse space 
to the History Center. 

The Hacker's Garage 
opens in Boston. T~is per
manent exhibit features 
an Apple I board, Altair 
8800, Nolan Bushnell's 
Computer Space, and 
Pong, among other '70s' 
memorabilia. 

Spurred by a $79,000 
equipment grant from Digi
tal Equipment Corpora
tion, the Education Pro
gram Center opens unoffi
cially, with plans to use 
innovative applications of 
technology to address the 
issues of education 
reform and gender equity. 

The fiscal year ends with 
school group visitation up 
21 percent over FY96, the 
result of new and ongoing 
educational programming 
throughout the Museum. 
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Computer Bowl Celebrity Host Robert Urlch (third from lett) congratulates the West Coast team 
on their win. From left: Ste"e McGeady, Nathan Myhrvold, Bowl Captain Ste"e Kirsch (with trophy), 
Kim PoI_, and Grant Sa"'elll. 
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frederick A. Ebeling 
William T. Elliott 
.John H. EsbIn 
Donald A. Gaubatz 
Joan Geoghegan 
Robert and Deanne Glorioso 
~-Constanee 

Greenfield Foundation 
John and Cynthia Haldeman 
Theodore A. Hess, Jr. 
Winston and Sarah Hindle 
Robert B. Hoffman 
Katharine and Bill Jose 
Richard H. King 
Arnold Kraft 
Richard Lary 
Mike an9.-Katn een leRoy 
Heng-M. Le\/y 
JOIfand Judith liebman 
cIOhn and Elizabeth uttJe 
Cert and WIlma MachowIr 
MelvIn J. Mason, Jr. 
Tron McConnell 

Medford family etwork 
ToddMedloc 
Charles Kathy Minter 
Robert M. Morrill 
Joseph C. Morris 
Arthur H. Nelson 
Bernard J. Nordmann 
Northbridge PTA 
Ocean Software 
Anthony & Marilyn Oettinger 
Paul Pangaro 
James R . .... P,.:ay;.,n ... e..-__ 
R ;en-W. 
Duane A. RIce 
Douglas and Pat ROIl 
Michael J. Samek 
Jean E. Sammet 
Sarah Schierme)'er 
Benn L Schreiber 
Michael L. Seman 
W. Lee SheYeI 
Robert end Jean Spencer 
Robert and OIane.-Stewart 
SUffolk un~rtY Law SChool 
Atstqoshl TlIKayama 
Michael ~arcella Thompson 
Warren d Jane Tisdale 
fritz and omi Trapnell 
Waltham Parks & Recreation 
Willis H. Ware 
Ralph 0 Weber 
Michael and Joann Witman 

$100 d above 
Ken R. Adcock 
~ce L. Adrian 
Mark lind Diane Allen 
FIoreni:e and Milton Alter 
SheldOn Apsell 
Julia and Nardin Baker 
MarIO R. Barbacci 
Russell & Jaqueline Barbour 
Art Jnd Betty Bardige 
BrUde and Tamar Barlam 
Johp Barstow 

~d and Doris Bertocch i 
Du hyant & Shobhana Bhatt 

hua Boger 
!39ntronics 
~. & Mrs. M. W. Bouwensch 
~own University 
Bruce G. Buchanan 
~unker Hill Community College 
~hristopher Chabris 
Laurence and Ann Chait 
George & Judy Chamberlain 
Chistolini and Desimone 
Judith Clapp 
Richard J. Clayton 
Joel L. Clinkenbeard 
Richard and Jena Close 
Daniel and Sandra Cohen 
Clement Cole 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Congleto 
Fernando J. Corbato 
Michael Cronin 
Henry J. Crouse 
Bruce Curran 
Paul J. Curran 
Philip and Pamela Curti 
Edward and Kathy Cze 
Charles Dana 
G. GervilieBi Ieen DavIs 
Arnold De Larlsch 
Thomas A. DeFantI, Ph.D. 
Michael L Dertouzos 
Peter and Kate DeWolf 
DavId R. Dick 
Joseph J. Eachus 
Steve EmmerIch 

" Jacqueline Fano 
Andrew Joan Farber 
FAYFOTO 
Michael & Barbara I:@klstein 
Craig and Alison Fields 
Ronald Fisher and 

Lisa Rosenbaum 
Read T. Fleming 
Tom and Carla Fortmann 
Myron Fox 

teven and Wendy Frank 
~el Freedman 
~Friedman 
~~ !1\ Garmon 
David and Ellen Gibbs 
George nd Cornelia Gilder 

Lee Gilles 
Bernard GP.!dsteIn 
Steve and Terry Golson 
Paul a~d Martha Green 
Robert Marlon GrImm 
Steph Gross 
Rich~ H. Gumpertz 
K'W lind Maran Guttag 
Kenneth Hahn 
om end Rosemarie Hall 

Cynthia Hamlin 
Ardath A. Hassler 
Jim end Maran Hayes 
Frank and Jane Heart 
fnlncis L Hjame 
Charles Hood 
~Hombeck 
James J. Homing 
Allan Huret 
John Ippolito 
J.A.Sexauer 
Ronald A. JIMtch 
Nolan and Joan Jones 
Ann l<arpick 

Keane 
neth W. Kennedy, Jr. 

RiChard Kenner 
GeOf'l! " B.wbara Keremedjlev 
Gar¥ C. Kassler 
JosElph W. I<moch 
Alanl and Judith I<otok 
Lanclnet OffIce Network Ltd. 
Thomas E. Kurtz 
Terr,Kwan 
Berilard and Ronnl Lacroute 
Faith E. Lamprey 
Bnjc:e and Sandra laskin 
Ja~ and Mary Lawrance 
LiEl Lawrance " Bob Herold C leBlanc 
J n R. levine 
Jgyc:e Currie LIltJe 
Carl end Claudia Lowenstein 
~r" Martha Luehrmann 
Ihuf. Dr. Hennann Luttennann 
Frank and Judy Manala 
om end Marian Marlil 

Marlowe 
Sibyl Masqueliar 
Craig J. Mathias 
Thomas " Emily McClintock 
RIchard McCluskey 
F. warren " Karen McFarlan 
William and Vesta McLean 
John E. McNamara 
R. W. MeIster 
Gentaro MIyaIrI 
George MIyashiro 
Moco,lnc. 
Robert Moe 
Thomas H. Moog 
MorrIs " Associatas 
Carl A. Niehaus 
DIIIVid C. Nodarar 
Landon Curt Noll 
The~FamIIy 
James and Charyl O'Malley 
Joseph E. Onstott 
Marlbeth Ortega 
Robert K. Otnes 
Deborah OWen 
Albert Palladino 
DavId and Unda Patterson 
Edward end Rhonda Perkins 
Mon1¥ Peters 
Emle Petrides 
Ora. James end Bewrty Philip 
.Jc¥:e PlotkIn 
Christopher Post 
Jonathan Postel 
VIckIe Prascott 
Marvin and SherI Rasmussen 
Tony Rea 
DavId and jessica Reed 
Stephen end Barbara Reilly 
Audrey R. Reith 
Mitchel Resnick 
J. E. and Marlon Rich 
Herbert RIchman 
William Ricker 
C. Mike Rlale 
iThomas F.lfoffey, Sr. 

aul and Brenda ~um 
I\8"neth and Alison noss 
Jqnathan Rotenberg 
JOnathan Rounds 

Stephane M. RousSet 
Michael Sand 
David B. Sarrazin 
David and Wanda S nders 
Phillip H. Schearer 
Earl and Mary Sch~ 
Michael Sedita 
Daniel & Karon Walker 

Siewiorek 
Father Roger Sinclai 
Linda C. Smith 
Frank and Betsey S 
Karen SOllins 
David and Joan SolQrnont 
Lillian and Richard $paracIno 
Johann Specht 
Robert and Vema Sjllnrad 
William and Judith steul 
~ck H. Stevens 
Druce G. Stewart 
chriito her Stone 
DavId G. Strachan 
Juliet Sutherland " Jay Koven 
David Tarabar 
Joseph " CynthIa Thompson 
William" PatrIcIa Thompson 
Delfine B. Thorndike 
DavId Tweed 
G. Michael Uhler 
Richard and Irene Van Slyke 
ChrIstopher F. W8censke 
Juanita and Kenneth Wade 
SUsan and Greg Wageman 
Stuart Wecker 
Robert Wells 
Leo and UncIa Welsh 
ErlcW«me 
ChrIstopher G. Westbu 
Gary and La Donna WICklund 
Harwy W. WI(gIns, Jr. 
Joan BIGut Wylie 
Zentrum Fur !<un ZKM 
Susan ZImmerman 

Ubrar,.e ber. 
7/t8 ·8/9"" 
Abbott Public Library 
Bellingham ~blic Library 
Belmont Public Library 
Brockton Pt/blic Library 
Brookline p,ublic Library 
Burllnaton public Library 
Cohasset fublic Library 
Eastham ~UbliC Library 
Goodnow ublic Library 
Haverhill ublic Library 
Hingham Public Library 
Holliston ~ublic Library 

Kelley:ry 
lucius Memorial Library 
Lynn PubI Library 
MENTOR Clinical Care 
Moses GnI\eley Parker 

MemorIa Library 
North Shore Community College 
Reading Public Library 
Richards Mein~Orial Library 
Somerville lic Library 
Swampscott blic Library 
Taunton Public ibrary 
Thayer Public Ubrary 
Waltham Public U~ry 
Wayland Free Public . ibrary 
Wellesley Free Library 
Wlnc:heater Public LIbrar 

•• te a. 
7/, 8 - 8/97 
~ & T Foundation 
Adobe Systems Inc. 
Apple Computer 
Computer Associate 
Gillette Company 
Hoechst Celanese 
IBM 
McGraw-Hili Companies, Inc. 
Microsoft 
Sprint Foundati0rJ 
Sun MicrosysterJP.S Inc. 
United Technologies Corp 

We apologize fo any 1nadYert8nt 
omissions frollyour donor list. 
Please inform .Us of any errors 10 
that we may c6ITeC:t our 1'IICIIRIs. 



MISSION STATEMENT 

To educate and inspire people 
of all ages and 
backgrounds from around 
the world through 
dynamic exhibitions and 
programs on the technology, 
application, and impact 
of computers 

To preserve and celebrate 
the history and 
promote the understanding 
of computers worldwide 

To be an international 
resource for research 
into the history of computing 

MUSEUM HOURS 
Winter: Tuesday-Sunday, 10am-5pm 
Summer: Daily, 10am-6pm 

ADMISSION 
$7.00 adults; $5.00 seniors, 
students, and children. 
Free for Museum Members 
and children two and under. 
Half price Sundays 3-5pm. 
Group rates by arrangement. 
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the computer museum 
300 Congress Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02210 
TEL: (617) 426-2600/FAX: (617) 426-2943jWEB: www.tcm.org 

Non-ProIIt 0fI. 
u.s. Poat8p 
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