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It is shown that there is a unique configuration of toroidal magnetic surfaces which has the
property that it corresponds to more than one plasma equilibrium and that this is the
configuration of isodynamic equilibria. These equilibria include toroidal minimum-B equilibria
and the distinction between these unstable systems and the stable minimum-B mirror systems is

discussed.

I. INTRODUCTION

Axisymmetric toroidal magnetohydrodynamic
(MHD) equilibria are usually specified in terms of two func-
tions such as the pressure profile p(¢) and poloidal current

S(¥) [or something equivalent, such as the safety factor
q(1)] together with appropriate boundary conditions. An
interesting, and potentially important, question is whether

" an equilibrium is uniquely determined by other data. Re-

cently, Christiansen and Taylor' showed that the shape of
the magnetic surfaces alone can uniquely determine an axi-
symmetric equilibrium and described a method for con-
structing the current profile from the shape of the surfaces in
both toroidal and linear systems. In the linear case, the con-

struction obviously fails when the magnetic surfaces in ques- -

tion are concentric circular cylinders, since an infinity of
different pressure and current profiles leads to equilibria
with circular magnetic surfaces. In this sense circular sur-
faces are degenerate. This raises the question of whether
there are configurations of foroidal magnetic surfaces that
are similarly degenerate and correspond to more than one

" pressure or current profile. The magnetic surfaces of the iso-

dynamic equilibria® (in which magnetic surfaces coincide
with constant-|B | contours) have this property, and we will
show that they are the only such surfaces.

In Sec. II the concept of degenerate surfaces is intro-
duced and in Sec. III we contruct these surfaces using a novel
method of solution of the Grad-Shafranov equation in

which each surface is calculated individually. Some proper- -

ties of the corresponding equilibria are reviewed in Sec. IV,
We note that they include examples of toroidal minimum-B
systems which, like all isodynamic equilibria, are unstable.2
The connection between these unstable minimum-B systems
and the unconditionally stable minimum-B mirror systems
is explored in'Sec. V.

Il. DEGENERATE EQUILIBRIA

In a cylindrical coordinate system R,$,Z, the magnetic
field can be written

=XV [, ()

and in equilibrium ¥(R,Z) satisfies the equation
AY()=R?V-[(1/R?)Vy]
= —uR %p'(¥) — ' (9), (2)

where p(3) is the plasma pressure. If a different plasma
equilibrium, with pressure p*(F) and current S[*(F), has
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identical flux surfaces there must be a functional relation
F = F() between ¥ and F so that
dF d*F
ATF="";A+ — |Vyj2 3
7 v+ a7 [VY] _ (3)

But if Fis indeed an equilibrium, the right-_hand side of this "
expression must have the same form as the rhs of Eq. (2).

This is the case if, and only if, | V4|2 can be expressed in the
form

VY| =a(¥) + BW)R 2 (4)
Hence, if any solution of Eq. (2) can be found that also
satisfies (4), then there will be a whole family of equilibria,
with different pressure and current profiles, which have ex-
actly the same flux surfaces. Note that the total magnetic
field for these degenerate equilibria is

. ) 5 2
B2____(|V¢%l=ﬁ(¢)+-a(¢)+zfm. (5

Il. CONSTRUCTION OF DEGENERATE EQUILIBRIA

In this section we seek solutions of Eq. (2) that have the
“degeneracy” property (4). This is an unusual problem. As
we have already indicated one usually solves Eq. (2) ina
given boundary for known functions p( ¥) and f(¢). In the
present problem the boundary and the functions 2(¥) and
S(¥), as well as a(¢) and B(¥), all have to be.determined.

We write ‘

VYy=R%(¢,R)e, (6)

where e is a unit vector (eg;0,e;) and g2 = [a(y¥)
+B(¥IR?]/R *. Then using the relation

1 4 : '
Vee=—— (Reg)| , : 7
e R IR (Reg) . (7N
the Grad-Shafranov equation (2) can be reduced to
a 1 '
— (R =RL —M(y),
or (Reew) . (¢)+R @), | (8)
where ,
L(¥)=— (uop' +B'72),
M=~ (F' +a'/2). 9
Therefore
R log R 1
=—L M — , 10
ger == ¥ + R (¢)+R c¥) (10)

which defines a single surface in terms of the three param-
eters L,M,C. If we introduce R, as the radius at which e
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= 0 (i.e., where the surface is tangential to the R axis), Eq.
(10) becomes

eR =h(¢9R)/g(¢’R)) ez = (1 _h2/g2)1/2, (11)
with
L(y) R*—R3) M), R
h(¢,R) = log — 12
(#.R) 5 =z + R og . (12)
and , .
g(R) = [a(¥) + B(¥)R*1'*/R2 (13)

Several conditions have yet to be imposed if the single
surface defined by (10) or (11) is to be part of a global
equilibrium. One of these is that the surface should be a
smooth closed curve—but it is convenient to defer consider-
ation of this until other conditions have been dealt with.
These arise from the requirement that

VX (R %ge) =0, (14)

which relates adjacent surfaces. Using (11) for e, and e,
introducing (R,¥) as independent variables and carrying
out some manipulation, (14) leads to the condition

3
RO _ s 0k RO

2 & db 2 IR
R 0oh? 2
———+2(&" —-h") =0 (15)
2 JR g
At this point it is convenient to introduce new quantities
P=a/L? Q=B/L? andX=R2:Z. (16)

Then, when g and 4 are introduced into Eq. (15), it is re-
duced to a polynomial in R and log R with coefficients that
are functions of ¥. To satisfy this for all values of yand R the
coefficients must vanish so that Eq. (15) can be satisfied if|
and only if, four conditions are met. The first of these is that
M =0. This means that a(y) (a property of the solution to
the Grad-Shafranov equation) is related to f(¢) (part of the
specification of the equation) by a 4 f* = const. Hence in
degenerate equilibria the total magnetic field must be of the
form
B*=pB(y) +k/R>

Such equilibria have been investigated by Palumbo.? If
k = 0, they are “isodynamic,” that is, the flux surfaces are
also surfaces of constant B 2. The remaining three conditions
implied by (15) are in the form of ordinary differential equa-
tions that must be satisfied by P,Q,X. They can be written

G 9B__40° _
i P+x0

Gy 92—3 (17)
dA

(i) ax _ -2 ,
i P+XQ

where dA = dy/L(¥).

We must now consider the surface closure condition
mentioned earlier. When M = 0, the equation for a magnetic
surface obtained from (11)—(13) becomes

a’Z= — (x—-X)

84 , 18)
dx 4[P+ QOx —x(x —X)*/4]'? (

1145 Phys. Fluids, Vol. 29, No. 4, April 1986

where x = R 2. Then the closure of the surfaces provides a
further relation between P, Q, and X,

FP/X*Q/Xx?)

Ef (s— 1)ds
[P/X>+5Q/X? —5(s— 1)2/4]12

- Y

(19)
where the integration is between the two largest roots of the
denominator. The integral can be expressed in terms of com-
plete elliptic integrals.

Note that L(¢) no longer appears explicitly in the prob-
lem and can be chosen arbitrarily. This reflects the degener-
acy of the plasma equilibria we are seeking. Also all the equa-
tions are invariant under a scale transformation X—u.X,
PP, Q—p*Q, A—p?A, which merely magnifies and rela-
bels the surfaces.

The magnetic surfaces of the degenerate equilibria can
now be constructed. We use the scale invariance to set X = 1
at the magnetic axis. Then from the closure condition Eq.
(19) we find (see the Appendix) that near the magnetic axis
P—0, 0—0, with P /Q = — 1/3. Using these as starting val-
ues, P(1), Q(4), and X (1) are computed from the differen-
tial equations (17). We choose the origin of 4 so that A =0
on axis. Then @(4) = 34 and the computed values for P(1)
and X (4) are shown in Figs. 1 and 2. [A very good approxi-
mation is P(1) =A(104 —1) and X(4)=~1 — 34.] Once
P(A), Q(A), and X(A) are found the individual magnetic
surfaces are computed from (18). In this way the complete
configuration is built up surface by surface. The result is
shown in Fig. 3, which agrees with Palumbo’s calculation.?
It is an important feature of this construction (see the Ap-
pendix) that if the initial surface is closed, so are all others. It
is also clear that the surfaces constructed in this way are
unique apart from the scale factor already noted.

At this point it is useful to summarize the construction
of the degenerate magnetic configuration. We first obtain an
equation satisfied by a single magnetic surface; this contains
three unknown parameters. The condition that this single
surface be part of an equilibrium imposes constraints on
these three parameters in the form of differential equations
and the condition that the surfaces be closed provides the
initial values for these differential equations. Their solution
then provides the value of the three parameters on each mag-
netic surface. Note that the equilibria are obtained without
at any time needing to solve a partial differential equation.
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FIG. 1. The function P(1).
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