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Generalized algebraic data types (GADTs) have received much attention recently in the functional programming community. They generalize the (type) parameterized algebraic datatypes (PADTs) of ML and Haskell by permitting value constructors to return specific, rather than parametric, type-instantiations of their own datatype. GADTs have a number of applications, including strongly-typed evaluators, generic pretty-printing, generic traversals and queries, and typed LR parsing. We show that existing object-oriented programming languages such as Java and C# can express GADT definitions, and a large class of GADT-manipulating programs, through the use of generics, subclassing, and virtual dispatch. However, some programs can be written only through the use of redundant runtime casts. Moreover, instantiation-specific, yet safe, operations on ordinary PADTs only admit indirect cast-free implementations, via higher-order encodings. We propose a generalization of the type constraint mechanisms of C# and Java to both avoid the need for casts in GADT programs and higher-order contortions in PADT programs; we present a Visitor pattern for GADTs, and describe a refined switch construct as an alternative to virtual dispatch on datatypes. We formalize both extensions and prove type soundness.





Opens in a new tab					


					
					
									

			


			
									
						Publication					
				
									
						
							Research Areas						

						
								
										
											Programming languages and software engineering										
									


						
					
							
		

	


	


	
		
			
				

					
						Follow us:					

						
							
								Follow on Twitter
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Like on Facebook
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Follow on LinkedIn
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Subscribe on Youtube
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Follow on Instagram
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Subscribe to our RSS feed
								
									
								
							
						


				


				

					
						Share this page:					

						
							
							
								Share on Twitter
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Share on Facebook
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Share on LinkedIn
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Share on Reddit
								
									
								
							
						



				

			

		

	



		
			

		


		


		
		
			
                

    
        




        
            
                
                    
                        What's new

                        	
                                Surface Laptop Studio 2
                            
	
                                Surface Laptop Go 3
                            
	
                                Surface Pro 9
                            
	
                                Surface Laptop 5
                            
	
                                Microsoft Copilot
                            
	
                                Copilot in Windows
                            
	
                                Microsoft 365
                            
	
                                Windows 11 apps
                            


                        
                    

                    
                        Microsoft Store

                        	
                                Account profile
                            
	
                                Download Center
                            
	
                                Microsoft Store support
                            
	
                                Returns
                            
	
                                Order tracking
                            
	
                                Certified Refurbished
                            
	
                                Microsoft Store Promise
                            
	
                                Flexible Payments
                            


                        
                    

                    
                        Education

                        	
                                Microsoft in education
                            
	
                                Devices for education
                            
	
                                Microsoft Teams for Education
                            
	
                                Microsoft 365 Education
                            
	
                                How to buy for your school
                            
	
                                Educator training and development
                            
	
                                Deals for students and parents
                            
	
                                Azure for students
                            


                        
                    

                

                
                    
                        Business

                        	
                                Microsoft Cloud
                            
	
                                Microsoft Security
                            
	
                                Dynamics 365
                            
	
                                Microsoft 365
                            
	
                                Microsoft Power Platform
                            
	
                                Microsoft Teams
                            
	
                                Copilot for Microsoft 365
                            
	
                                Small Business
                            


                        
                    

                    
                        Developer & IT

                        	
                                Azure
                            
	
                                Developer Center
                            
	
                                Documentation
                            
	
                                Microsoft Learn
                            
	
                                Microsoft Tech Community
                            
	
                                Azure Marketplace
                            
	
                                AppSource
                            
	
                                Visual Studio
                            


                        
                    

                    
                        Company

                        	
                                Careers
                            
	
                                About Microsoft
                            
	
                                Company news
                            
	
                                Privacy at Microsoft
                            
	
                                Investors
                            
	
                                Diversity and inclusion
                            
	
                                Accessibility
                            
	
                                Sustainability
                            


                        
                    

                

        
    
        
            
        
            



Your Privacy Choices
    

        
                
        
            
Your Privacy Choices
    

        
        
            	
                    Sitemap
                
	
                    Contact Microsoft
                
	
                    Privacy 
                
	
                    Manage cookies
                
	
                    Terms of use
                
	
                    Trademarks
                
	
                    Safety & eco
                
	
                    Recycling
                
	
                    About our ads
                
	© Microsoft 2024


        
    
    








    
        

    		

		
		

			
	        
            

                
					English				

            

            

                                    

          						  Français					          
                English
            

        


    
























	