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Three fundamental questions
about personal digital archiving

What can we
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oersonal expect as far
(dlgltal) as perSOnal
collection? stewardship?

Where should we
_ storepersonal
collections?



Threeobvious answers
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keep .
best practices

everything

technology

develop a safe
central
repository with
> sophisticated
access policies



What would happen if we subjected these
three obvious answers tthe Snopegest?

Ratings Key
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multiple truth values
.+ = undetermined
wyd = unclassifiable veracity




Rumor #1
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A. Everything. Storage Is cheap; keep It al



Storageas cheap:
a terabyte personal store




So what are some of the assumptions behind
the directive tokeep everythin@
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created or encountered ?

A Deletion is hard, thankless =
work.

A We can use methods of
filtering and searching to
locate the gems among the
gravel.




Is keeping everything a good idea?
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Furthermore deletoh & KIF NR & 2 NJ >
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Whenasked when he ever got rid of digital stuff,
oneperson | interviewed sajd
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more like, | have things littering the desktop and
at some point it becomesnnavigable.

A bunch ofthe files]would get tossed out. A
bunch of them would get put in some semblance
of order on the hard drive. And some of them
would go to various miscellaneous nooks and
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And people use loss a means adeaccession
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not backed up. It's a bad situation. But what can you
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But we also know that

A although storage is
cheap, human
attention Is less so.

AAX (O QEegalyér
emotionallyviable to
keep everything.




Is It any different fopersonal scholarly
archive®

A much of what we keep today does not seem to
have long term value: personal scholarly archy
are not just the file system + 20 years.

A whatdo researchers value?

I PDFs of publications

I Some bibliographic resources
A what might they value?

A whatever we keep must be disentangled f =
the institutional storage



¢ Storage Is cheap; keep It all!

Ratings Key
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ability to expunge PLUS the digital equivalent tc

benign neglect PLUS the ability to safeguard the
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Valuerelated strategies for keeping
digital stuff

_ known highvalue stuff

_ medium value stuff we used to rely on
benign neglect to leave us w/some of it

Preservation through ugethe more | use these
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the better their chance of survival

_ lower value stuff ambivalent attitude

_ the controversial stuff deleted?
Are you sure? Forensically?



Rumor #2

Q: How can we foster personal stewardshi

A:. Teach archival best practides
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just one of those things. | mean, whose fault Is It*
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and failsafe? In ten years, maybe hard drives anc
PCs will be so invincible and the Internet will be
so pervasive that the concept of backing up will
be quaint.
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participant in an interview study who had lost his
personal and business websites in a crash



Teach archival best practices to
whom?

The home archivist is not always
the home IT person



f
2
%
2
SO
u
u
NR
can tell how much is written on it by

W
0
3 0
uKI
| should

~

g SA

2
a
u
@)
A
k
g
rking well,
Ol SR dzLJ SOSNE |

1AYR 27

uter wo

A
|
O
3
|
Im
\&
VEKY

a

he comp
0
A

U
Za
\\
I
It
Q
n
1

tt
2

L
u
2

computer has to be working well, and in order
0

6
LJ
K
u
tJ
1
a¢CKS O2yYydzy RNXzY
to back anything up on this computer, the

to get
KI @S
(i

O >



a9dSyYy Ye LISN&A
was saved onto that
computer [the viruanfected
laptop]. Then luckily, I also
emailed it to my cousin,
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And remember the scale: there are over 3.2
billion personal photos orfrlickr(this one is
#2,975,981,038)

I VR U K Fligk©BaceBodkshas over twice
that many!



