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Three digital archiving myths

technology

human activity

digital stuff

We should 
keep 
everything

LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ 
of repositories, 
formats, and 
access control

Kids will know 
what to do



Myth # 1
Storage is cheap. Keep everything





Keep everything

ÅStorage ischeap.
ÅBut human attention is 

not.
ÅAnd it is not legally, 

emotionally, or 
intellectuallyviable to 
keep everything.
ÅLǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ keepthan 

to cullΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
easier to losethan to 
maintain.





My digital photos in 1995: one set, all taken on a 
trip to Graceland with a borrowed camera:

29 low-res photos in tiff 
ŦƻǊƳŀǘΧ


