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A Bibliography of interesting books on socio-economic development 
This is a list of some books (both academic texts and popular reading) that relate either 

explicitly or implicitly to the area of socio-economic development across the disciplinary 

tracks of economics, anthropology, sociology, development studies, business & 

management, public policy, and journalism.  

 

 

Bardhan, Pranab. Poverty, Agrarian Structure, & Political Economy in India: Selected 

Essays. Oxford University Press, 2003. 

 

Bardhan, Pranab and Christopher Udry. Development Microeconomics. Oxford University 

Press, 1999. 

 

Basso, Keith. H. Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Western 

Apache. University of New Mexico Press, 1996. 

 

Burkey, Stan. People First: A Guide to Self-Reliant, Participatory Rural Development. Zed 

Books, 1993. 

 

Chambers, Robert. Rural Development: Putting the Last First. Addison Wesley Longman 

Ltd., 1983. 

 

Chidambaram, P. A View from the Outside: Why Good Economics Works for Everyone. 

Penguin, 2007. 

 

De Soto, Hernando. The Mystery of Capital: Why Capitalism Triumphs in the West and Fails 

Everywhere Else. Basic Books, 2000. 

 

Diamond, Jared. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies. W. W. Norton & 

Company, 1997. 

 

Easterley, William. The Elusive Quest for Growth: Economists’ Adventures and 

Misadventures in the Tropics. The MIT Press, 2002. 

 

Feldman, Allan M. Welfare Economics and Social Choice Theory. Martinus Nijhoff 

Publishing, 1980. 

 

Gibbons, Robert. Game Theory for Applied Economists. Princeton University Press, 1992. 

 

Heilbroner, Robert L. The Worldly Philosophers: The Lives, Times and Ideas of the Great 

Economic Thinkers. Simon and Schuster, 1953. 

 

Leach, M. and R. Mearns ed. The Lie of the Land: Challenging Received Wisdom on the 

African Environment. Heinemann Press, 1996. 

 

Meier, Gerald M. and James E. Rauch. Leading Issues in Economic Development. Oxford 

University Press, 2004.  
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Morduch, Jonathan and Beatriz Armendariz. The Economics of Microfinance. The MIT Press, 

2005. 

 

North, Douglass. C. Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance. 

Cambridge University Press, 1990. 

 

North, Douglass. C. Structure and Change in Economic History. W. W. Norton & Company, 

1981. 

 

Ostrom, Elinor. Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action. 

Cambridge University Press, 1990. 

 

Prahalad, C. K. The Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid: Eradicating Poverty Through 

Profits. Wharton School Publishing, 2006. 

 

Rao, Vijayendra and Michael Walton ed. Culture and Public Action. Stanford University 

Press, 2004. 

 

Ray, Debraj. Development Economics. Princeton University Press, 1998. 

 

Robinson, Joan. Freedom and Necessity: An Introduction to the Study of Society. Random 

House, 1970. 

 

Rutherford, Stuart. The Poor and Their Money. Oxford University Press, 2001. 

 

Sainath, P. Everybody Loves a Good Drought. Headline Review, 1998. 

 

Schumacher, E.F. Small is Beautiful: Economics as if People Mattered. Harper Collins, 

1973. 

 

Sen, Amartya. Development as Freedom. Random House, 1999. 

 

Sen, Amartya. Collective Choice and Social Welfare. Holden-Day, Inc., 1970. 

 

Srinivasan, T.N. et al. ed. Handbook of Development Economics (volumes 1, 2, 3A, 3B). 

Elsevier, 1995. 

 

Stiglitz, Joseph E. Globalization and its Discontents. W. W. Norton & Company, 2002. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


