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We investigate how people interact with Web search engine result pages using eye-tracking. While previous research has focused on the visual attention devoted to the 10 organic search results, this paper examines other components of contemporary search engines, such as ads and related searches. We systematically varied the type of task (informational or navigational), the quality of the ads (relevant or irrelevant to the query), and the sequence in which ads of different quality were presented. We measured the effects of these variables on the distribution of visual attention and on task performance. Our results show significant effects of each variable. The amount of visual attention that people devote to organic results depends on both task type and ad quality. The amount of visual attention that people devote to ads depends on their quality, but not the type of task. Interestingly, the sequence and predictability of ad quality is also an important factor in determining how much people attend to ads. When the quality of ads varied randomly from task to task, people paid little attention to the ads, even when they were good. These results further our understanding of how attention devoted to search results is influenced by other page elements, and how previous search experiences influence how people attend to the current page.





Opens in a new tab					


					
					
									

			


			
									
						Publication					
				
									
						
							Groups						

						
								
										
											Augmented Learning and Reasoning										
									
	
										
											Technology and Empowerment | India										
									


						
					
									
						
							Research Areas						

						
								
										
											Human-computer interaction										
									
	
										
											Search and information retrieval										
									


						
					
									
						
							Research Labs						

						
								
										
											Microsoft Research Lab - India										
									


						
					
							
		

	


	


	
		
			
				

					
						Follow us:					

						
							
								Follow on Twitter
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Like on Facebook
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Follow on LinkedIn
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Subscribe on Youtube
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Follow on Instagram
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Subscribe to our RSS feed
								
									
								
							
						


				


				

					
						Share this page:					

						
							
							
								Share on Twitter
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Share on Facebook
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Share on LinkedIn
								
									
								
							
						
	
							
								Share on Reddit
								
									
								
							
						



				

			

		

	



		
			

		


		


		
		
			
                

    
        




        
            
                
                    
                        What's new

                        	
                                Surface Laptop Studio 2
                            
	
                                Surface Laptop Go 3
                            
	
                                Surface Pro 9
                            
	
                                Surface Laptop 5
                            
	
                                Microsoft Copilot
                            
	
                                Copilot in Windows
                            
	
                                Microsoft 365
                            
	
                                Windows 11 apps
                            


                        
                    

                    
                        Microsoft Store

                        	
                                Account profile
                            
	
                                Download Center
                            
	
                                Microsoft Store support
                            
	
                                Returns
                            
	
                                Order tracking
                            
	
                                Certified Refurbished
                            
	
                                Microsoft Store Promise
                            
	
                                Flexible Payments
                            


                        
                    

                    
                        Education

                        	
                                Microsoft in education
                            
	
                                Devices for education
                            
	
                                Microsoft Teams for Education
                            
	
                                Microsoft 365 Education
                            
	
                                How to buy for your school
                            
	
                                Educator training and development
                            
	
                                Deals for students and parents
                            
	
                                Azure for students
                            


                        
                    

                

                
                    
                        Business

                        	
                                Microsoft Cloud
                            
	
                                Microsoft Security
                            
	
                                Dynamics 365
                            
	
                                Microsoft 365
                            
	
                                Microsoft Power Platform
                            
	
                                Microsoft Teams
                            
	
                                Copilot for Microsoft 365
                            
	
                                Small Business
                            


                        
                    

                    
                        Developer & IT

                        	
                                Azure
                            
	
                                Developer Center
                            
	
                                Documentation
                            
	
                                Microsoft Learn
                            
	
                                Microsoft Tech Community
                            
	
                                Azure Marketplace
                            
	
                                AppSource
                            
	
                                Visual Studio
                            


                        
                    

                    
                        Company

                        	
                                Careers
                            
	
                                About Microsoft
                            
	
                                Company news
                            
	
                                Privacy at Microsoft
                            
	
                                Investors
                            
	
                                Diversity and inclusion
                            
	
                                Accessibility
                            
	
                                Sustainability
                            


                        
                    

                

        
    
        
            
        
            



Your Privacy Choices
    

        
                
        
            
Your Privacy Choices
    

        
        
            	
                    Sitemap
                
	
                    Contact Microsoft
                
	
                    Privacy 
                
	
                    Manage cookies
                
	
                    Terms of use
                
	
                    Trademarks
                
	
                    Safety & eco
                
	
                    Recycling
                
	
                    About our ads
                
	© Microsoft 2024


        
    
    








    
        

    		

		
		

			
	
























	